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Feast of St. Dorothy 
Celebrating 70 years at St. Dorothy’s (1949- 2019)

Each grade presented a spiritual bouquet of roses and apples made in Art class to 
adorn the picture of St. Dorothy that traditionally hangs in our school entrance. 
Shown here are eighth-graders Parker F. and Emily B. decorating the picture of St. 
Dorothy (left). The individual bouquets were brought up in procession and were used 
to decorate the picture of St. Dorothy (right).

This 2019 - 2020 school year marks 
the 70th anniversary of the opening of St. 
Dorothy School in 1949. On February 6th, 
the faculty and students celebrated the Feast 
of St. Dorothy. The students heard the story 
of how St. Dorothy stood firm in her belief 
in our Lord. As promised, after her death, 
she sent roses and apples to remind us of 
her place in the heavenly garden. During Art 
class, students created roses and apples, to 
which they added petitions for St. Dorothy’s 
intercession. These lovely gifts were used to 
adorn the picture of St. Dorothy that hangs in 
the school entry.

All of us look to St. Dorothy for strength 
to always remain devoted to the Lord. To 
honor St. Dorothy, teachers and students 
all wore clothing adorned with her name, 
whether it was spirit wear, a CYO team jersey, 
or the school uniform. So, there were many 
Dorothys and Dots roaming the halls that day.

Seventh-graders Finley G., Abby G., and Bronwyn S. performed a liturgical dance 
while fourth-grader Emily G. sang.
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The Newsletter for St. Dorothy 
Roman Catholic School is compiled 
by the Development Committee for 
distribution to alumni, alumni parents, 
current school families, and friends of 
St. Dorothy School. Its purpose is to 
communicate, on a semi-annual basis, 
the state of our enrollment, happenings 
of interest, an accounting of funds 
raised and spent, and to acknowledge 
contributors to our Annual Fund.
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“Olympic” Effort for Distance Learning

On Friday, March 13, 2020, the Archdiocese informed Princpal 
Tomasetti that Governor Tom Wolf was announcing the closing 
of schools due to COVID-19. The St. Dorothy administration and 
faculty didn’t miss a beat. They were in the process of disinfecting 
the classrooms in preparation for sterilization of the entire building.  
But in the midst of that upheaval, they planned and prepared for 
multiple weeks of Distance Learning.

Students were sent home with all their textbooks. At the 
same time, teachers began scanning pages of worksheets and 
instructional materials, making sure all students had computers, 
creating new Gmail accounts and logins to prepare our fourth 
graders for Google Classroom, and much more. Teachers spent 
their weekend researching ways to support students in a remote 
learning environment and sharing best practices, while also trying 
to prepare their homes and families for what was to come. 

All the teachers have been incorporating the best online 
resources into their lesson plans. Some teachers have also been 
using Zoom, a video conferencing app, to hold virtual classes or 
just to allow their students to “meet.” Others are creating YouTube 
videos to teach lessons. Teachers of our youngest students have 
posted YouTube videos of themselves reading so their students can 
have story time. Others have used a “question of the day” to record 
attendance or other communication apps as part of their teaching.

Since Monday morning, March 16, St. Dorothy students have 
been “attending” class and learning in their home classrooms. Even 
though it isn’t the same as being together within the sheltering 
walls of the school, we know our students will continue to make 
progress. This could not happen without the wonderful cooperation 
of faculty and parents! Well done to all!

• Letters from parents

“THANK YOU! The teachers have been amazing and we are 
so blest to have “The best!” The Zoom meetings today were 
awesome. It provided my girls the MUCH needed interaction 
so as not to feel so isolated.  –Edie D.

“Thank you for all the support and constant communication 
this past week. The teachers and staff had no notice to 
transition to this format, and though it’s a new normal for us 
too, it has been nice to know the kids have continued their 
lessons. Thanks again for everything during this trying time. 
We are so very grateful for all your hard work and dedication.” 
– Julia S.

“Also, thank you so much for everything you and the teachers 
have done over the past week and a half.  It has been truly 
amazing.” –Cindy B.

“Thank you for keeping us up to date on everything that 
has been going on.  I pray each day that this will all resolve 
quickly. The teachers have been great!” – Cathy C.

“Just wanted to pass along how impressed and grateful we 
are with the effort put forth, by you and the faculty, in this 
first week of distance learning.  A huge undertaking as well 
as a huge success!  Hope you can catch your breath this 
weekend.”  – Cris O.

“I wanted to send you a note letting you know how much 
I appreciate everything that you and the other teachers at 
St. Dot’s are doing for my children. In addition to doing their 
best to continue to provide an education to my children, the 
teachers are also checking in with them just to see how they 
are doing in light of the upheaval of their daily routine. I know 
that many of the teachers are working from home while also 
trying to take care of their own families and how difficult that 
is. Please let them know that their efforts are appreciated.” 
–Melissa C.

Some parent statements in emails to Mrs. Tomasetti:

St. Dot’s teachers are using technology to interact and instruct 
their students in a variety of ways, as you can see here from this 
classroom session being conducted via Zoom.

This is an example of one of many postings by parents who 
expressed their appreciation to the faculty and staff of St. 
Dorothy School for ensuring that education continued during 
this extraordinary time.

Our distance learning Olympic team, the St. Dorothy teachers!
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Technology Lab’s New 3D Printer
The generosity of Annual Fund donors benefits the educational 

experience of St. Dorothy students in many ways. The most recent 
addition to our STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, 
and mathematics) curriculum was a high-quality 3D printer for our 
technology lab. The integration of 3D printing technology into the 
curriculum provides students the opportunity to develop and create 
a 3D design. Students must use creativity and problem-solving 
skills to diagram their projects before they can begin printing. 
Students will apply their design skills to items like structures inside 
cells, layers of the Earth, state flags, and even a realistic model of 
stone tablets on which the 10 Commandments were inscribed. The 
possibilities are endless, and our students are excitedly exploring 
them. 

“For many reasons, 3D printing can be a helpful learning tool 
in the classroom,” stated student Mark F. “As our world changes, 
new technologies become more and more relevant. Learning how to 
use these devices at a young age can be beneficial to the student in 
the future. We explore new possibilities while engaged in a fun and 
challenging experience. Problem solving is necessary before ending 
with a finished representation of our work.”

Thank you for your continued support. We are grateful for all the 
opportunities your generosity affords our students!

Our 6th grade students used the 3D printer to create artifacts for the 
Egyptian tombs they are building as they learn about Egypt in Social 
Studies.

3D printer  
in action

Hot off the press

Final 
“Artifact”
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Spotlight on our Honorary Chair
The Development Committee is pleased to have Mr. David DiGirolamo as the Honorary 

Chairperson for the 2020 Annual Fund campaign. Mr. DiGirolamo has been an active St. 
Dorothy’s parishioner for 34 years. He is challenging all of us, who believe in the importance 
of Catholic Education, to be God’s shepherds on earth by contributing to the Annual Fund. 
Mr. DiGirolamo has been a shepherd to St. Dorothy School, and indeed the entire Parish, 
in many ways. He supported the establishment of the Pre-K program by donating funds to 
assist with the construction of a classroom in his wife’s memory and supported our annual 
Oktoberfest fair by donating beverages from Day’s Beverage Company. Mr. DiGirolamo is 
part of a third generation of family ownership of the Philadelphia-based beverage company. 
He serves as an usher at Mass, and his family has celebrated many sacraments in our 
beautiful church. We are grateful for the many ways Mr. DiGirolamo has stepped forward to 
support our community.

This plaque, in honor of Mr. DiGirolamo’s wife, 
Marian, is displayed in the hallway outside one 
of the pre-K classrooms.

At the beginning of the school year this past September, members of the DiGirolamo family 
attended a dedication ceremony in which Fr. Murphy blessed the new pre-school classroom 
and the plaque.

2020 Honorary Chair
Mr. David DiGirolamo 

2020 St. Dorothy Annual Fund Campaign Status
As of March 25th, 2020, this year’s 
Annual Fund had received a total of 

$35,624.80.
The positive impact of the Annual 

Fund is obvious during this time 
of social distancing caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Through your 
generosity and support, students in 
grades 5 through 8 are provided with 
laptops. Because students already had 
the devices, the transition to distance 
learning this March was a much 
smoother process.

Thanks to those who have already 
contributed. If you have not done so 
already, we hope that you will be able 
to contribute to this year’s campaign. 
There is a donation envelope included 
in this newsletter or, if you prefer, 
you can donate online via the school’s 
website at https://www.saintdorothy.
org/make-a-donation-annual-fund.

You can donate online at:
https://www.saintdorothy.org/make-a-donation-annual-fund
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Catholic Schools Week is a fun-filled celebration of all that makes St. Dorothy School 
special. We celebrate teachers and administrators, parents and family members, 
volunteers in our school and the community, and especially our students. Activities 
highlight the academic and the creative, the silly and the sacred, all the traits that make 
our school strong.

Catholic Schools WeekCatholic Schools Week

Open HouseOpen House
Once again, we kicked-off Catholic Schools Week with an Open House to provide current and 

prospective families with an opportunity to tour the school buildings and learn more about what  
St. Dorothy has to offer.

Here are three of our excellent educators waiting to greet visitors to 
their classrooms! (From left to right: Miss Finley, Miss Durkin, and 
Mrs. Jaeger)

Principal Tomasetti, Mrs. McGowan, and our parent and student 
tour guides showcasing one of the Kindergarten classrooms to 
parents and their students-to-be.

Soup-er Effort!Soup-er Effort!
In the United States, food consumption on Super Bowl Sunday is second 

only to that consumed on Thanksgiving Day. During Catholic Schools Week, 
members of the St. Dorothy Basketball teams and Service Corps took time 
to support those in our community who are food insecure by conducting 
two separate events. Both events contributed to food drives for the 
Archdiocese’s Nutritional Development Services Community Food Program.

One of the events, called “Souper Bowl Sunday,” is a canned-food drive. 
The drive ran for the entire week and concluded on Super Bowl Sunday.

The other event was a snack bag drive for the Community 
Food Program. Students decorated bags for Valentine’s Day 
and then packed them with a juice box, granola bar, fruit, and 
a special valentine treat. The Community Food Program then 
distributed the bags to children who come to the soup kitchens 
they operate.
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20202020
wonderful World of reading!wonderful World of reading!

The annual Book Fair is an opportunity for students to select books for their home libraries and for teachers to enhance their classroom 
libraries as well. There are choices for every taste, and proceeds from the book fair are used to fund the library, allowing the purchase of 
additional books and resources for the students.

With so many choices, these readers are taking their time to 
discuss which books to buy.

These students cannot wait to purchase 
their books and start reading! At the 
register is Mrs. Schumacher, who has 
been organizing, setting up, running, and 
making this such a great event for many 
years. This year, she was also transitioning 
this monumental task to Mrs. Cowman, 
who took the week off from work so Mrs. 
Schumacher could show her the ropes. 
THANK YOU, Mrs. Schumacher, for all 
your time, energy, and support of our 
school… and, THANK YOU, Mrs. Cowman, 
for taking over to keep this wonderful 
Catholic Schools Week tradition going in 
the years to come!

Talented EndingTalented Ending
As has been tradition for many years, Catholic Schools Week concluded with 

our annual variety show. Students from any grade are invited to perform either 
individually or in groups, and the show is open to the entire school community. 
Once again, a great time was had by all!

Fifth-grader Samantha 
W. was a star singing 
Kasey Chambers’ song 
“Not Pretty Enough”.

Mrs. Werner and her 6A class showed us how “Superheroes Unite.”

The eighth grade provided the customary finale to the show. This year’s class 
displayed their choreographing skills while dancing to “Take on the World” 
by Sabrina Carpenter & Rowan Blanchard (theme song from “Girl Meets 
World”).

During Catholic Schools Week, the younger students 
get to spend time with their upper-class “buddies”! 
(Top: Preschoolers get to play some gym games with 
their eighth-grade buddies. Above: fourth-grader 
Ellie M. reads to her Kindergarten buddies.)

Students dressed in spirit wear with Dorothy or Dot’s 
on it to celebrate the feast day of St. Dorothy!

Catholic Schools WeekCatholic Schools Week
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Congratulations to our  
Scholarship Recipients

The 2020 Graduating Class received a total of $404,000.00 in scholarship 
awards! Congratulations to all the following recipients (note: this list is as of 
March 13th, 2020):
Emily B. Cardinal O’Hara High School
Samantha C. Cardinal O’Hara High School
Jacob C. Cardinal O’Hara High School
Thomas D.  Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High 

School
Gurvanshjot K. Merion Mercy Academy
Zachary K. Cardinal O’Hara High School
Samantha L.  Cardinal O’Hara High School and Monsignor Bonner & 

Archbishop Prendergast High School
Pearse M.  Archbishop John Carroll High School, Cardinal O’Hara 

High School, and Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 
Prendergast High School

Bridget M. Archmere Academy
Molly M.  Merion Mercy Academy, Monsignor Bonner & 

Archbishop Prendergast High School, and Sacred Heart 
Academy

Francesca P.  Academy of Notre Dame, Archbishop John Carroll High 
School, and Merion Mercy Academy

Molly R.  Archmere Academy, Cardinal O’Hara High School, and  
Merion Mercy Academy

Jason S.  Cardinal O’Hara High School and Monsignor Bonner & 
Archbishop Prendergast High School

Lucy W. Cardinal O’Hara High School

How Our 
Students Feel 
about St. Dot’s

St. Dorothy School provides 
students an academically 
challenging experience deeply 
rooted in Catholic faith and values. 
The impact of our school can be 
seen in numerous ways – but none 
clearer than the words of our own 
students.

“St. Dorothy’s has been my 
second home since the age of five. 
We have such a strong community 
here, no one ever goes through 
anything alone.” – Gianna E.

“St. Dorothy’s has helped me 
grow into the wonderful person I 
am today by teaching me how to 
treat everyone as a child of God. As 
adults of the Church now (through 
Confirmation), we carry on the 
responsibility of leading and taking 
care of St. Dorothy’s.” – Keara M.

“Catholic School has changed my 
life. It challenges me to do my best 
and work hard. The teachers here 
push us just the right amount to help 
us succeed. They help me create 
good study habits.” – Keira H.

“I’m just so used to being 
surrounded by supportive teachers 
and friends. Everyone is extremely 
friendly and always willing to help.”  
– Finley G.

“I love coming to school each day 
awaiting the fun activities and new 
experiences. My experience at St. 
Dorothy’s has led me to grow in my 
faith, academics, and friendships.”  
– Kathleen M.

Started at the request of Natalie R., 
this club has developed over the course 
of the year. One of our eighth-grade 
teachers, Mrs. Camuti, oversees the 
group of students who look for ways 
to help increase recycling in the school 
buildings. There are four groups of 
students who work in the lunchroom, 
classrooms, faculty room, and outdoor 
spaces around St. Dorothy School. 
The students have prioritized raising 
awareness among their fellow students 
and finding creative ways to encourage 
reuse and decrease waste. We thank them 
for their conscientious efforts!

The Environmental Club: Being Good 
Stewards of Our Resources

St. Dot’s students enjoying the 
environment by having class outdoors.
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The last line of the St. Dorothy School mission statement 
reads, “In cooperation with families, we prepare students 
to be moral, creative and independently confident citizens 
equipped for the future.” This encompassing goal can be 
witnessed in various lessons throughout the school year. One 
of the most valuable experiences is the fifth and sixth grade 
field trip to JA BizTown, Junior Achievement’s experiential-
based elementary capstone program in Delaware.

The purpose of the JA BizTown experience is to offer 
students work readiness, financial literacy skills, and provide 
an introduction to entrepreneurship. BizTown educates 
children on the basic workings of the economy and business 
practices. It discusses good citizenship through philanthropic 
opportunities and emphasizes the importance of displaying 
the soft skills required to successfully participate in the 
community.

Preparations for this year’s December trip began in 
late September, with students applying for various jobs 
throughout the simulated town and economy. Students filled 
a wide range of positions, including Mayor, Recorder of 
Deeds, Newspaper editor, Bank manager, Insurance agent, 
Police officer, and EMS responder. Students ran through a 
workday in a condensed four-hour schedule. They had to earn 
a paycheck and manage their finances for the day, ensuring 
that they were solvent at day’s end. In addition, students had 
to write business plans for the various businesses throughout 
the town and ensure those enterprises were in the black when 
the day ended, too.

Thanks to the dedication of our St. Dorothy faculty, the 
students were well prepared for entering and working at 
the JA BizTown simulated community. Numerous parent 
volunteers ensured the day ran smoothly, and the kids all 
learned what being employed and managing money felt like 
for a day.

For more information on this program visit: https://www.
juniorachievement.org/web/ja-delaware/

JA BizTown: More than a Field Trip

Full STEAM Ahead!
Classroom rollercoasters, stop-motion creations, and a 

chair made from newspaper are just a few of the creations 
our students make in the STEAM club. Each week, a 
question is posed that challenges students to think outside 
the box to solve a problem. They apply skills in the areas 
of science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics 
(a.k.a. STEAM). Having fun is an added bonus of their time 
spent exploring and creating each week! “In STEAM, we 
do fun experiments with groups or by ourselves,” says fifth-
grader Timothy R. “Every week, there is a fun experiment 
just waiting for you.  I think that STEAM is great because 
you get to learn while having fun!”
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Eighth-graders Molly M. and Ricky L. represented St. Dot’s 
in the Nationals for Cross Country this past November 23rd in 
Shelbyville, IN. They were no strangers to Nationals, as both have 
consistently qualified for Nationals throughout their careers at St. 

Dot’s. Despite freezing rain and a temperature of only 35 degrees, 
Molly and Ricky both posted their best times of the season, 18:53 
and 14:56, respectively. Congratulations to Molly and Ricky on 
their tremendous accomplishments!

Molly M. (left) and Ricky L. (right) at the Cross Country Nationals in Shelbyville.

St. Dot’s Running Wild at  St. Dot’s Running Wild at  
Cross Country NationalsCross Country Nationals

During Nationals, there was a 
showing of the movie McFarland, 
USA. Molly met and took a photo 
with Tommy Valles, who is one of the 
central characters in the true story on 
which the movie is based.
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Alumni Updates
St. Dorothy School wants to know 

what our alumni have been up to. Has 
something interesting happened in your 
life? Have you moved, started a new 
job, or gotten married? Let us know at 
Development@StDots.org. Be sure to 
keep your contact information up to date 
to stay informed of reunions and other 
events. Include your graduation year and 
maiden name if applicable. Also let us 
know if there are alumni not receiving 
the newsletter. We’re happy to add them 
to the mailing list.

Left photo – Meghan (Durkin) Hagner ‘06 and Kris Hagner were married January 4, 2020.

Right photo – Pictured with the happy couple are Meghan’s sisters, Bridget Durkin ’10 (far left) and Mollie Durkin ’08 (far right), 
along with their parents, Brian and MaryKay. Bridget and Mollie were co-maids of honor.

AlumniWedding

On Saturday, February 29th, the Light Up Green Quizzo fundraiser was held at 
Cardinal O’Hara High School to benefit Lily Walker and other local students battling 
cancer. Lily is the daughter of Megan (Delaney ‘88) and Matt Walker.
Numerous Dot’s alumni attended the event, including (from left to right): First Row – 
Amy (Delaney) Traylor ’84, Bernadette (Poiesz) Brady ’93, Patrice Romano ‘16, and 
Coleen (Delaney) Davis ’93; Back Row – Tom Young ’92, Colleen Boland ‘95, Pat 
Walls ‘95, Jane Bennett ‘96, Megan (Delaney) Walker ’88, Hilary (Werner) Zajac ’93, 
and Justin Reger ’90.

The class of 1970 will be 
holding their 50th reunion on 
Saturday, November 21st, 2020, 
at Barnaby’s in Havertown. 
The event will be from 6 to 10 
pm, and the cost is $65, which 
includes buffet dinner and a 
four-hour top shelf open bar. If 
you are interested in attending, 
or even just reconnecting with 
classmates, please contact 
Joan Doyle at either Joan@
doyleandassociates.com or 
215-829-9449, or Jack Lawler at 
either jackel289@gmail.com or 
650-515-8045.

C las s  o f  19 70   
R eun ion  

Nick Amoroso (‘93) owns and operates La Padella Restaurant in Media and would 
love to see fellow Dot’s alumni. Pictured above, Nick (center) is welcoming Dave 
Connolly (‘91) and Dave’s wife, Jen.
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What WAS it?
In the last issue of the newsletter, we asked readers 

if they knew what the photo was that looked like two 
handles on a black and beige wall. The correct answer 
was that they were handles to a coat closet in the 
back of a classroom. These closets, which doubled as 
blackboards with a chalk ledge, are still in some of the 
classrooms.

Our winner is Steve Edgcumbe (‘75). For having 
his answer selected at random from all the correct 
answers that were submitted, Steve will receive a St. 
Dorothy sling-bag full of Dot’s swag.

Thanks to everyone who submitted answers and 
watch for the next “What Is It?” in a future newsletter.

Image 
from fall 
newletter




